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it is in need of substantial reform. However,
NCSL believes that any welfare reform legis-
lation must contain some kind of contingency
or rainy-day fund to assist States during peri-
ods of emergency. And we wonder whether
you would share with us your position on this
issue.

The President. Well, I clearly agree with
you. If we’re going to the block grant propos-
als, there have to be some protections for
the times when the economy goes down in
the country as a whole, and the times when
the economy goes down in some parts of the
country but not in others. I have tried to say
all along that one of the big risks with these
block grants is that some States are going
to come up short in the next recession, and
all States could.

And one of the things that really concerns
me—I’m very excited about the fact that
there’s a lot of energy here in Washington,
and a lot of energy for reform throughout
the country. We’ve got a lot of new people
in Government, with a lot of really deter-
mined ideas about what to do to change. And
even when they disagree with me, I think
it’s an exciting thing to have this kind of de-
bate. But we must have memory, also, and
we must have some way of calling on our
common experience.

I am gratified that the productivity of the
American private sector and the economic
policies that we have established, the kind
of work that many of you do in economic
development in your own State have given
us now a couple of years of nationwide eco-
nomic growth. But I want to reemphasize,
if you go back over the last 20 years in our
history, this period is atypical. In most of the
last 20 years, we’ve had some regions doing
well while others were doing poorly.

And we need to make sure that we don’t
have States left holding the bag if their own
economies hit a log down the road. Now, I
have spoken to State legislators now through-
out the country, in Florida and Indiana and
other places, and I can tell you that—I mean,
Florida and Iowa and other places, excuse
me—and I can tell you that I’ve talked pri-
vately with Republicans and Democrats
alike, who ask me to fight for protections like
the contingency fund, and even the State
match. Particularly in the fast-growing States,

they’re worried about this. So I will support
you on that. I will stand with you on that.

I think that what you need to do here is
to make sure when each one of these issues
is being debated in Congress that you under-
stand both the up sides and the down sides,
because when Congress proposes these kind
of block grants they may be in philosophical
agreement with you at one level, that you
should have more say over your own affairs,
but keep in mind also, there’s a big desire
to meet these very, very tough deficit reduc-
tion targets that they have set for themselves.
So if they are using you to save money, it
only works for you if the increased flexibility
and the diminished paperwork and hassle
and the increased creativity you can bring to
the task means you can do the same work
for less money as well or better than you
were doing it before. And it only works if
these economic changes have been taken into
account.

So I’m with you on it. I’ll work with you.
We can get this done. I will say again, for
all of my differences with the Congress, we
have got to balance the budget. We are going
to do that. We are going to reach an agree-
ment on it. But we need to do it in a way
that enables you to do your job and that pro-
motes the objectives of a balanced budget,
more jobs, higher incomes, a more stable fu-
ture for our children.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke by satellite at 11:16
a.m. from room 459 in the Old Executive Office
Building to the convention meeting in Milwaukee,
WI.

Remarks to Federal Law
Enforcement Officials
July 20, 1995

Thank you very much, Eljay. If you want
to see which job has more stress, this is the
print on his introduction and this is the print
on my card. [Laughter]

Let me say, first of all, I came here to
express my appreciation to all of you for con-
tinuing these regular meetings and increasing
our ability to do the work of law enforcement
by this kind of coordination. I think it is ter-
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ribly important, and I thank you for doing
it.

Because so many issues involving Federal
law enforcement have been in the public’s
mind in the last several weeks, I would like
to say a few things and then just sit here
and visit with you and listen to you for a
while. Let me begin by saying that we all
know that this country still has too much vio-
lence, too many drugs, too many gangs, that
the culture of violence is still causing enor-
mous difficulty in our country.

There was a profoundly moving story in
one of our newspapers today about a 16-year-
old boy who just shot a 12-year-old boy dead
because he thought he’d been treated with
disrespect. And this comes just a few days
after a national survey in which two-thirds
of young gang members said they thought
it was acceptable to shoot a person just be-
cause they treated you with disrespect.

This is the environment that we have to
change in America today, the paranoia, the
division, the willingness to resort to that kind
of destructive behavior. And that’s why I’ve
been so disturbed about the recent attempts
to attack police officers, in general, for doing
their jobs. People may disagree with certain
laws, like the ban on assault weapons, but
that doesn’t give them a right to disobey the
law. People have no right to assault or kill
police officers simply for doing their duty.

Now, I want to talk just a minute about
the Waco hearings, and especially what hap-
pened yesterday. We know that law enforce-
ment people made mistakes at Waco. Our
administration said that in 1993. We had an
exhaustive review and when the results came
in, we took appropriate action. Changes were
made; people were dismissed. That’s the way
our system is supposed to work in an open
and accountable way. Congressional hearings
were held in 1993 and in 1994. And if Con-
gress wants to have further hearings today,
that is their right, and it is entirely appro-
priate. We have to hope some more good
things will come out, and we can learn how
to better do our jobs.

But I think it’s important to get the facts
here quite clear. Yesterday’s testimony was
a sad and painful reminder of the depravity
that took place inside that compound and the
facts which confronted the President, the At-

torney General, and the Federal law enforce-
ment officials at the time. Here was a man
who was molesting young girls and paddling
children with boat oars, a man who was laying
up supplies and illegal weapons for Armaged-
don, a man who was instructing women and
children about how to commit suicide, a man
who took the trust of young children and
twisted it, who told people that if they want-
ed to do the will of God they had to be willing
to kill for God.

Those are the facts. There is no moral
equivalency between the disgusting acts
which took place inside that compound in
Waco and the efforts that law enforcement
officers made to enforce the law and protect
the lives of innocent people. There is no
moral equivalency. That is the point that has
to be hammered home over and over. It is
irresponsible for people in elected positions
to suggest that the police are some sort of
armed bureaucracy acting on private grudges
and hidden agendas. That is wrong. It’s inac-
curate, and people who suggest that ought
to be ashamed of themselves.

People in law enforcement make mistakes.
There are all kinds of people in law enforce-
ment, just like there are all kinds of people
in any endeavor, and all people, the last time
I checked, were imperfect. When people
make mistakes, they ought to be held ac-
countable and appropriate action ought to be
taken.

I said yesterday, I am appalled by what
happened at that gathering in Tennessee.
We’re going to find the facts. We’re going
to take appropriate action. But that is a very
different thing from suggesting that there is
some sort of equivalency between what the
law enforcement officers tried to do at Waco
and the kind of things that were going on
in that compound. And this country needs
to be able to make that distinction and not
to forget it.

In Oklahoma City, after the terrible bomb-
ing, Americans were wearing a T-shirt—I’ve
got a copy of it here that was given to me,
and I’d never seen this before. But this T-
shirt shows all the different things that Fed-
eral law enforcement officials do and men-
tions all the different agencies and has the
following quote on it, ‘‘A society that makes

VerDate 28-OCT-97 11:16 Mar 09, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00035 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P29JY4.020 p29jy4



1280 July 20 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

war against its police had better learn to
make friends with criminals.’’ That’s a fact.

We need to be accountable. We need to
get all the facts out. If we make a mistake
we need to correct it. But we must not make
war against police. And we must not confuse
making mistakes with the moral equivalency
of what decent people are doing to protect
the citizens of this country with the awful
things that happened in that compound at
Waco.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:12 p.m. in the
Blair House. In his remarks, he referred to Eljay
Bowran, Director, U.S. Secret Service.

Remarks to the American Legion
Girls Nation
July 21, 1995

Thank you. Well, good afternoon. I’m de-
lighted to see you all. I’m sorry we’re begin-
ning a little late, but I think all of you know
that we have been working very hard for the
last few days on the crisis in Bosnia. So I’d
like to say a few words about that and then
make the remarks that I wanted to make to
the delegates to Girls Nation.

As you know, there are meetings now
going on in London in which the United
States is working with our allies to reach a
common position which would permit the
United Nations mission to continue but
would empower the international community
to stand up against the outrages that have
occurred in the last few days.

We’re all concerned about those events,
and we welcome the statement by Foreign
Secretary Rifkind that an attack by the
Bosnian Serbs on the United Nations safe
area of Gorazde will be met by a substantial
and decisive response. For the United States,
the most important word is ‘‘decisive.’’

The conference has also agreed that the
U.N. mission should be strengthened and
that access to the city of Sarajevo should be
ensured by the rapid reaction force that the
British and French and others are attempting
to establish and that we have strongly sup-
ported. There is more work to be done, and
the United States is determined to do every-
thing that we can, not only to deal with the

problems of Gorazde and Sarajevo but also
to find a peaceful end to this war.

The meetings so far, from my point of
view, are proceeding well. There seems to
be a real sense of resolve to come together
in common purpose, and I am encouraged.
We will have more reports later.

Now, let me welcome all of you here. As
all you know, I hope—or some of you doubt-
less know, I was here as a delegate to Boys
Nation on this month 32 years ago. This is
a very different time but a very challenging
time for our country. And I’d like to make,
if I might, just a few observations about the
world that will be your future.

At the end of the cold war and the dawn
of the next century, our country is in so many
ways better positioned for the future than
any other country in the world. And I believe
that the chances are very strong that the
young people of America will have, by far,
the most exciting lives, the most full of possi-
bility, and the most free of the fear of war
and destruction, of any generation of Ameri-
cans ever.

But this is a difficult time as well. And
let me just sort of put out the two sides of
the coin. If you look at it, the positive side
is our economy is strong. We have seen 7
million new jobs in the last 21⁄2 years, very
low inflation, low unemployment. The stock
market’s at an all-time high. Business profits
are high. The last 2 years in America, in each
year we have had the largest number of new
businesses formed of any year in our history
and a record number of Americans becoming
millionaires, through their own efforts—
through their own efforts—succeeding in our
system. In almost every major area of our
country where the crime rate has been high,
there has been a substantial drop in the crime
rate. That is the good news.

On the other hand, it is also true that in
spite of all this economic good news, more
than half the American people are working
harder today for the same or lower incomes
they were making 21⁄2 years ago, so that this
opportunity is only coming to part of our peo-
ple. It is also true that even though the crime
rate is down overall in the United States and
in many of our major cities, young people
are still subject to extraordinary rates of vio-
lence and crime, that drug usage is still way
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